East Coulsdon Residents’ Association Annual General Meeting

12th June 2019 7.30 p.m. Congregational Church, Old Coulsdon

Charles King MBE in the Chair: Attendance:  40 residents plus councillors Ian Parker and Steve Hollands, Chris Philp MP and visitors.
1. Welcome To all
2. Apologies for absence: - Maggie Conway, Steve O’Connell, Eric Jenkinson.
3. Minutes of 2018 AGM – Agreed
.
4. Chair’s Annual Report for the year 2018 / 2019 – He thanked the committee for their hard work.  Report on Dr Khan and early retirement. 90% of patients have satisfactorily transfer to other GPs. Croydon CCCG would be merging and now cover a bigger area. BrickbyBrick proposals new Health Centre at Calat. To keep school building for Community Centre with parking and a new theatre attached. Lion Green 5 blocks of flats with public car parking for 116. Cane Hill original road names after the old wards and after Sir James Moody, the Crawford family, Phelix Philand and Michael Bennett long term Cane Hill employees. Footpath 744 has been renamed  Charles Hancock Way Cllr. Ian Parker was thanked for his help with the new signage. Work had now started to renovate the Admin block, Chapel and Water Tower heritage sites. There were issues over the footpath surfaces which we were still pursuing with Barratts. Sewage Problems we have met with both Barratts and Thames water to discuss problems of sewage overflows into the town centre.
On Public transport TfL still considering if it would be the 404 or 434 bus that would be extended to Cane Hill. TfL have agreed that from September that it would be one 60 and one 466 school buses that would start from within the Oasis Academy.  The new GTR timetable was now working well with 4 trains per hour from both Coulsdon South and Coulsdon Town. This now provided a train at .09.39 for use of the Freedom Pass at Coulsdon South, but it would remain 09.59 at Coulsdon South. We are pleased after lobbying the DFT that lifts are being provided at Coulsdon South. A new windshield an extra seats are to be provide at Coulsdon Town. We are still lobbying for Reigate to be included in Oyster. Marlpit Lane Memorial Park  has been designated as Centenary Park. We have arranged for Poppies to be put in the park and on the lampposts outside the park. Carol Skinner has researched the names on the memorial and has discovered 16 missing names we are in discussion with Croydon as how we can add them to the memorial. As has happened at The Old Coulsdon Memorial. We worked with the Bourne Society to enable a Blue Plaque at Aldi to commemorate the Old Red Lion Pub. 
5. Treasurer’s Presentation of Annual Accounts for 2018 / 2019 – Current year looking good as is cash flow. Thanks to Road Steward collecting subscription which now includes Cane Hill. Not everyone pays but sufficient subs coming in. No need to increase in subs. Thanks to Maggie Conway for auditing. Ian, Pauline and Maureen managing the  2 quizzes. We are promoting and asking residents to pay by standing order. We made a small loss of £12.16, but have assets of have £2834.07 and we are holding £1000 on behalf of the Centenary Fields  . We were able to make donations to Yulefest, The Old Coulsdon Centre for the retired, The Local Ryan MS therapy centre and Old Coulsdon Flower baskets.

In answer to a question Yule fest is a separate organisation associated with Coulsdon West RA not ECRA. Acceptance of the accounts was moved by Graham Lomas and seconded by Ian Payne this was agreed.

6. Secretary’s Report  ECRA continues to try to do their best, not only for the ECRA area and its residents, but the whole of Coulsdon. The 4 Coulsdon RAs co-operated together on issues of joint importance for the town and will continue to do so. Example-all 8 RAs in the South of the Borough fought to get an Urgent Care Centre 8 am to 8 pm reinstated at Purley Hospital.  This was achieved-now known as a GP Hub. Please use if you have a health problem and cannot attend your own GP.  I attend One Croydon meetings for all patients across Croydon with The Croydon Clinical Commission Group (CCCG)I am also a member of the Old Coulsdon Medical Practice’s Patient Participation Group (PPG) which are actively promoting such help in the form of Afternoon Tea Parties for lonely and vulnerable.  ECRA was one the main RAs that represented residents at the Public Enquiry into the Baptist Church 17 story Purley tower. This will now go to a second enquiry which ECRA will be again representing residents. We will continue to engage with BrickbyBrick on Coulsdon projects. We are pleased that Aldi has made changes to its car park in line with our suggestions. 
On Planning we continue to make representation to the council on planning applications that we think are not in keeping with our area. We continue to express concern over the number of applications for flats that the council passes against the wishes of residents. We were pleased that the planning inspector supported our objections to no 1 Reddown Road. We are continuing work with Friends of Farthing Downs on the flower beds at Coulsdon South. This is continuing during construction work on the new lifts.
There have been problems with the web site host and this has now been resolved. Our Facebook page is well regarded and has over 1,000 followers. I also manage the ECRA eblast sending relevant information to residents. If you would like to join, please email info@eastcoulsdon.co.uk   I would again like to thank all those who put in their time to try to make Coulsdon a better place – even if it feels an uphill struggle and we do not always get the outcome we would like.  Please support ECRA and the other RAs by getting involved, even if this is just means objecting or commenting on planning applications
The Importance of Green Open Spaces – Graham Lomas Guest Speaker  Farthing Downs, Happy Valley, Coulsdon Common, Kenley Airfield, Riddlesdown Common and beyond which stretches 15 to 20 miles providing continuous Green Belt. This Green Map emphasis how green Greater London is. Climate change, global warming housing crisis  are issues facing us. This is causing weather changes and flooding across the country. We may need a new larger Thames barrier as sea levels rise. Coulsdon is not exempt from this. Many additional flats will be built in the town centre and surrounding area. This will mean many people will be living without gardens and the need for parks becomes more important. People need green spaces and access to the country and willdlife as well as good houses, schools and shops with good transport facilities. Croydon has changed its mind about conservation and protection of parks and open spaces and to manage these areas themselves – including Happy Valley. There has begun dialogue with National England to create this are a National Nature Reserve, but this has to be formally approved as yet National England Council. I am pleased that we do a lot in this area by Residents Association, Friends Groups. Need to promote conservation.
7. Retiring Committee Members – None
8. Election of Officers and Committee for 2019 – 2020 - The following were elected: -Chair: Charles King -Vice Chair: Gill Hickson - Secretary: Maureen Levy - Treasurer: Mr Robert Bird Other Committee Members elected; Maxine Leyland, - Graham Lomas – Alex Martin - Neil Marshall – Alison Sleight – Eric Jenkinson – Eleanor Richardson - Nikhil Thampi . Maggie Conway as Auditor. All elected unopposed. Charlie thanked the Committee and Road Steward for their hard work. He thanked Neil for his work on Facebook and Alison for her work on the Review.
9. Police Report – A written report was circulated.
.

10. Report by Chris Philp MP: Working on local issues and at Westminster. He took up with Phillip Hammond the need for help for small businesses in Croydon and across the country with high business rates, while Companies selling online or not paying their fair share of tax. The budget to cut business rates and half. CUH/Mayday, New A & E fully opened 3-4 weeks ago. £21 million Virgin Health taken back into CUH. Purley GP Hub returned to 8am to 8 p.m. 365 days, but not for glass or broken bones. 
11. Railways are better than a year or 2 ago but still need to improve. London Bridge upgrade finished. Guard strike ended via pay rise. Additional money to repair signals and points on main Brighton Line nearly completed. East Croydon is a pinch point and there are plans to widen and increase capacity by 30%. Cost £2bn.More trains on timetable. Planning is 70% or his correspondence. 90% pf applications approved by Croydon. Far more than Sutton & Bromley. They need to build in appropriate places and consider brown field sites such as Town Centre and industrial as changing character of local areas. 
Maxine raised the following issues : Surely existing houses are considered brown field ? As over 75s will have to pay TV licences – will MPs continue to free TV licences? Chris replied he did not claim a single penny in expenses. Jay, raised concerns over  merging of Epsom and St Helier. Chris, said it was a  planned reorganisation of SW London to put acute and specialist services on a single site.. Neil asked Brexit how have you been voting and why ? I voted  to remain, to trigger Article 50. I supported Teresa May’s deal despite its short comings as at least got us out. Voted against Custom Unions and No Deal. Now think we should leave. New Prime Minister negotiating more forcefully. Gill, your choice for PM? If  Sajid Javid gets voted out I will consider Boris Johnson as P.M. 
Councillors: - Ian Parker Coulsdon Town ward thanked the ECRA committee, particularly Charlie and Maureen. Ward split 3 Ian includes ECRA area.  £8,000 budget for each Councillor. Please let us have any ideas for spend of future budgets. Deliver leaflets on controversial planning applications and hold monthly street stalls outside of ALDI.  Steve Hollands Old Coulsdon ward –Echo work ECRA does. Awful lot of Planning Applications coming through with concerns not enough scrutiny given on size, density and how little consideration the Planning Committee gives to these worries.  Surgery each month at the Guide Hut behind Tudor shops. P.M. more CCTV. Neighbourhood Enforcement Officer. Charlie thanked the Councillors for their work.
12. AOB – None
13.  Meeting closed at 9.30pm
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